EUROPEAN FOCUS
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parallel a 1989 resolution
adopted by the European J>-ar
liament that called for the elim
ination of all cosmetic testing
on animals. The issue is ex
pected to reach the J>-arliament
for a vote this fall.
The HSUS will be working
with the coalition to ask U.S.
consumers who support our
"Beautiful Choice" campaign
to join European consumers in
calling for a halt in cosmetics
testing on animals.
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on't buy tuna caught by
killing dolphins." That
warning, once heard only in the
United States, is now echoing
across Europe. In May David
Morris, a British member of
the European J>-arliament, is
sued a report to the fisheries
subcommittee calling for a total
ban on the importation into
Europe of tuna caught by
methods that kill dolphins. The
report is now awaiting subcom
mittee action and is likely to go
to the full European J>-arliament
for a vote sometime in early
fall. It follows more than a
year's worth of efforts by The
HSUS to ensure that Europe
does not become a dumping
ground for "dolphin-deadly"
tuna-tuna that American con
sumers refuse to buy.
Europe has been the scene of
an intense effort to end the
purse-seine netting of dolphins.
The United States has already
eliminated 90 percent of the
market for this tuna. In April
1990, when the three major
U.S. companies agreed no
longer to purchase "dolphin
deadly" tuna, its price dropped
from $1,200 a metric ton to
$700 a metric ton. Italian and
Spanish importers felt that they
had found a bargain. They be8

David Morris and Mary Banotti, members of the European Parlia
ment, have taken active roles in defending dolphins.
gan purchasing larger amounts
of "dolphin-deadly" tuna, ship
ping it through the P-anama
Canal, then dumping it
throughout Europe. Unwitting
European consumers in France,
Italy, Spain, Germany, and the
United Kingdom are buying
this tuna and thus are helping
Mexicans, Venezuelans, and
Vanuatans to continue the
business of killing dolphins. It
was The HSUS that brought the
urgency of this problem to the
attention of the European
J>-arliament.
Last September Mary Banot
ti, an Irish member, took up the
call to action. As head of the
Intergroup on Animal Welfare
within the J>-arliament, she in
vited Sam LaBudde, an HSUS
consultant, to show his com
pelling film to members of the
European Parliament. Mr.
LaBudde is a biologist who
filmed the dolphin slaughter in
tuna nets.
He also briefed the
I
Intergroup legislators on the
reasons worldwide attention to
this crisis is now focusing on
Europe.
In a sharply worded press
statement, Ms. Banotti said,
"The Italian canning industry is
turning Europe into a dumping
ground for tuna caught by kill
ing dolphins. The rest of

Europe has made it clear that
it will not tolerate market prac
tices which are predicated on
the destruction of dolphins."
Her call to action to end
Europe's role in the dolphin
tragedy started a dramatic chain
of events. The Intergroup
passed a motion urging the
fisheries subcommittee to ad
dress immediately the purse
seining issue. The subcommit
tee, utilizing a resolution that
had been introduced two years
earlier by Madron Seligman,
member of the European J>-ar
liament from Great Britain, re
questing a review of the purse
seine and driftnet crisis, called
for subcommittee member
David Morris to draft a report
on the purse-seine issue. Mr.
Morris reported that, to end the
tragedy, there must be an im
mediate ban on the importation
into Europe of tuna caught "on
dolphin."
Mr. Morris followed his re
port with personal letters to of
ficials in the United Kingdom,
including Prime Minister John
Major, Prince Charles and
Prince Philip, duke of Edin
burgh, and to King Juan Carlos
of Spain and President Fran
cesco Cossiga of Italy. Mr.
Morris asked them for help in
working together "to put pres-

sure on the European J>-arlia
ment so that my report will
result in European legislation to
protect dolphins."
Last fall Mr. LaBudde and
The HSUS's Betsy Dribben
met with representatives of the
Italian tuna canners association
based in Milan. During their
three-hour meeting, the can
ners' representatives made it
clear that they had no intention
of ending their purchases of
Mexican yellowfin tuna in the
near future. Last year Italy im
ported forty thousand metric
tons of "dolphin-deadly" tuna
into Europe.
At every step of the way, The
HSUS has been prepared to
answer legislators' questions on
this issue and provide assis
tance. With J>-arliament mem
bers such as Mr. Morris and
Ms. Banotti adamant in their
support for ending the crisis,
there is growing optimism the
measure will pass the J>-arlia
ment and be sent on to the
European Commission. There
it would be turned into draft
legislation, voted on again by
the European J>-arliament, and
finally reviewed by the Coun
cil of Ministers.
The European Commission
(similar to a federal bureau
cracy) is less sympathetic to
such a ban. HSUS members
are urged to write Mr. Jacques
Delaors, President of the Com
mission of the European Com
munity, Rue de la Loi, 200,
Brussels 1049, Belgium, to urge
him to take a leadership role in
gaining passage of such a ban
in Europe. It would be helpful
to point out that his own coun
trymen, the French canners,
have taken a pledge that they
will not can tuna caught on
dolphins. It is now up to the
European Community to turn
this growing concern into a full
and complete ban.
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